
 
 

 
 

 

 
Baby steps .. almost a Home by Devon’s Dad  

  
(Above: Suzanne Mooney of Jason’s Place presents donation of  $51,203  
to Thomas and Deanna Missert for Devon Nicoles House) 
 
Devon Nicole’s House has made some serious strides in the last 6 months. From November to February we had 7different fund-
raising events that supporters of DNH put together.  (Toys and Pampered Chef, Basket Bingo, Candle Lite Party, Mall of NH 
Evening of Giving, Luisa’s Christmas Party, Stampin’ Up, and finally the Valentines Dinner!) We extend our heart felt thanks to all 
those that helped!! The biggest of these was the 2nd Annual Valentines Cruise. It was a HUGE success thanks to a lot of work from 
the DNH Board, and a very generous check presented by the Founders of Jason’s Place.  The Dinner raised over $72,000! We send 
out an especially big Thank You to all that attended and helped to make this years Cruise even better than last years! We have some 
exciting changes for next years Valentines Dinner.. stay tuned! 
 
The other BIG news is that we are getting a lot closer to being able to formally announce the approximate opening date and location 
of Devon Nicole’s House hopefully at the Golf Tournament!  A group interested in helping to create a home for Devon Nicole’s 
House approached us in February with a tentative site. As soon as it is official we hope to make a formal announcement to the press 
and will post the details on our web site.  (We are hoping to get the news out prior to the Golf Tournament in June!) The entire DNH 
Board has been both over-whelmed and consumed by the offer.  There are several obstacles that we face in the immediate future; 
the most significant is scaling our focus and energies to the operational side of the house.  Ideally we would like to have 2 years of 
funding in the bank before opening our doors for business. Right now we are about $75,000 short.  We are also still trying to figure 
out where the money will come from for the proposed renovations for the home.  
 
 

Mission: 
Devon Nicole’s House is a Non-Profit Charity that is dedicated to establishing a 
home-away-from-home for families that have children either awaiting cardiac care, 
organ donations or that are in a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at any of the 
Boston area Hospitals.  We hope to relieve the parents of the financial worry of 
how to afford being close to their child during a difficult time 
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On July 30, 1999 a beautiful healthy baby girl named Devon Nicole came into this world.  Five short days later she was called 
back to heaven. This may sound like the end of a story, but as it turns out, it is just the beginning of a journey….   

Fundraising Events: 
 
1st Annual DNH Golf Classic 

Monday June 24th 2002, 7:30am 
Andover Country Club!! 

**Players and Sponsors 
still needed! 

______________________ 
December 2002 

3rd Annual Luisa’s Pizza Party 
Guest appearance by 

SANTA! 
_________________________________ 

February 15th 2003 6pm – 11pm 
3nd Annual Valentines Charity Dinner.  
GALA EVENT OF THE SEASON!! 
Hor’sdeuvres, Balloons, Dinner, and 

Silent Auction. 
 _________________________________

WE ARE HIRING! 
Resident Manager/Director of DNH 
Professional Fund-Raiser/Developer 
 
For more information or to volunteer to 
HELP, check out our web site.   
 
  http://www.devonshouse.org



 
We are finding that fund-raising and development is a full time job. The Board has approved the hiring of a full or part-time 
professional Fund-raiser/Developer. We’ve already started to interview some 
people through friends of DNH. A job description will be posted on the website 
by the time this newsletter reaches you.  
 
We will also need to hire a General Manager or Director to run the day-to-day 
operations of Devon Nicole’s House.  We expect this position to be the most 
critical issue that our board will face in next few months.  This person will be 
the face and voice to the hundreds of families that will stay at DNH.  A 
description for this job should also be up on the website by the end of May.  
 
The next six months will bring a lot of changes… We are adding a second 
major fund-raising event to our annual schedule. We hope that the Golf 
Tournament will be a big hit and really get our name and mission out there.  We 
are confident that there are people that have not heard about what we are trying 
to do that will ultimately play a major role in helping us build  the dream of 
Devon Nicole’s House.  Please share our story with others! God bless and take 
care. Talk to you in the Fall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
Advisors to the Board: 
 
Erica Murphy  PR, Highpoint Communications   
Dean Ouellette DNH Website Design 
Dr. Kathy Jenkins  Cardiologist, Boston Children’s Hospital   
Tracy Jenkins Events help 
 
Members of American Heart Association and AHA subcommittee on housing: 
Laura Sol   Alba Alverez and Gerry Fernandez   
Santa Sesena  Kathy Milligan 

    
 

Board of Trustees: 
Thomas Missert Devon’s Dad, President  tomm@devonshouse.org 
Deanna Missert Devon’s Mom, VP   deanna@devonhouse.org  
Ruth Adams Senior Member, &Treasurer  ruth@devonshouse.org  
Jennifer Pontzer  Senior Member, Board of Trustees jennifer@devonshouse.org  
Jeff Clark      Senior Member, Board of Trustees    jeff@devonshouse.org  
David Wood Senior Member, Board of Trustees    david@devonshouse.org  
Corinne Wood Senior Member, Board of Trustees corinne@devonshouse.org 
Denise Tarquinio Senior Member, Board of Trustees denise@devonshouse.org 
Celeste Simpson Senior Member, Board of Trustees celeste@devonshouse.org 
Kathleen Twiss Member, Board of Trustees  kathleen@devonshsoue.org 
Margaret DeSantis   Member, Board of Trustees  margaret@devonshouse.org 
Ann Jacoby Member, Board of Trustees   ann@devonshouse.org 
New to the Board: 
Patricia Hickey  Member, Board of Trustees  patricia@devonshouse.org 
________________________________________________________  

While Deanna was pregnant with Devon she 
craved lemons.  Lemon Trivia: Bobby Kempf of 
Roanoke, VA consumed 3 lemons whole 
including skin and seeds in 15.3 seconds!

          Special Thanks!! 
 
To all of the DNH Board members and 
Advisors. Without your help and 
encouragement we could not be where we are 
today on this project of the heart.  
 
To the staff at Children’s Hospital, especially 
Dr. Kathy Jenkins, Dr. Jim Lock, Sandra 
Fenwick and Susan Shaw for believing in our 
dream and wanting to help. 
 
To everyone who helped make the 2nd Annual 
Valentine’s Dinner Cruise a HUGE success.  
 
To ALL the people associated with Jason’s 
Place for both their generous donation and for 
being there before us and leaving us a trail to 
follow.  
 
To Maddy Mandelbaum for taking the time to 
listen.  
 
To the parishioners of LPC that have 
continued to pray for us and for DNH.  
 
To George and Elaine Wallace and Master 
Printers on New England for the GREAT job 
they did in printing the cruise brochures!. 
 
To Vinny Hart for listening and encouraging 
us. We see a great friend and partner in him 
and the Hospitality Services Program. 
 
To Gina for her endless hours of triplet sitting. 
 
To the people that have encouraged us with  
words,  prayers, actions and donations. You 
know who you are. Thank you and God bless. 

                             DEVON NICOLE         By: Maggie Desantis 
 

I remember the horrible day, 
I stood and cried as the balloons flew away. 

Symbols of a baby girl’s soul leaving for heavens above, 
down here on earth a families undying love. 
I watched as her parents shook as they wept, 

But her memory and their love for her in their heart had been kept. 
You may think that this is where the story ends, 
but wrong you’d be for this is where it begins. 

With their faith, and their strength, and their love for their baby girl, 
Devon’s parents took all these things and have shared them with the world. 

They are building a home for families to stay, 
with sick children in hospitals not far away. 

They are building it with their love for their child now in heaven, 
this baby girl who will help the sick and the weary, her name is Devon. 

Memorial 
donations were 
given to DNH in 

 

loving 
memory 
of: 

Lucas Richard Dalke 
Alice Grandmaison 
Olgie Latwen 
Edward Matta 
Kathleen Merrill 
Olivia Joy Tarquinio 

In honor of the marriage of Sandra 
Whittaker & Peter Bronstein a 

donation was given by: 
Mark & Cynthia Racic 



 
 
 

 
* We apologize if we 
missed anyone due to 
printing deadlines.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________
         Gift levels 

___ Friends  ($1-$99)    ___ Benefactors   ($500-$999) 
___ Associates  ($100-$249)   ___ Executives  ($1000-$9999) 
___ Patrons ($250-$499)     *NEW  ____ Founders ($10,000+) 

          Devon Nicole’s House Donors  (from April 2001- April 2002) 

BENEFACTORS ($500-$999) 
Anonymous 
Kimberly D. Dupree 
Faulkner’s Landscaping and 
Nursery  
Foxwood’s Resort and Casino 
Patricia Hickey 
Home Depot – Salem 
Master Printers of New England 
Nieman Marcus  
Jorge & Stacy Noya 
ProStart-Techstar Recruiting 
Ed & Karen Quirk 
State Street Discount 
Mark & Jill Tennison 
George and Elaine Wallace

EXECUTIVES ($1000-$9,999) 
Anonymous (2) 
Bogar Salon & Spa 
Boston Children’s Heart  
    Foundation 
CHMC Cardiovascular  
Matthew & Paula Dalke  
Scott & Margaret DeSantis 
Luisa’s Italian Pizzeria  
Lundgren Chiropractic  
Mall of New Hampshire   
Cindy-Longaberger 
   Mastropiero  
Melia Travel, Inc. 
Mom’s Club of Greater Derry 
Don Morton 
NMT Medical, Inc. 
Dan & Vicki Paret  
Odyssey Cruise Lines  
John Park 
UNICO Merrimack Valley  

PATRONS ($250 - $499) 
Ruth Adams 
Adam Bezanson 
Jim & Linda Blanton 
Boston Rock Climbing Gym  
Ray & Barbara Carye 
Compass Mortgage 
Steve Connor 
Chester & Margaret Connors 
William & Betsy Couture  
Derry Village Rotary 
Andrew & Donna Dunn  
Donald English 
Fleet Center  
High Five Ballooning  
Dr. Kathy Jenkins 
Jen Kidwell – “Pampered Chef”  

PATRONS ($250-$499 cont) 
Robert & Dawn King  
Jason LaCroix  
Julie Libarkin  
L.P.C.- Vacation Bible School 
Londonderry Rotary Club Denise 
MacLeod 
Chuck & Karen McHugh  
Jim & Mary Missert  
Paul & Carolyn Missert  
Tom & Betty Missert 
Marion Mitchell  
Leo & Patricia Mullen 
Dean & Jessica Ouellette 
Patrick & Jennifer Pontzer 
Jeffery & Lynn Peters 
Thomas & Denise Snelders 
Spectrum Gymnastics Academy 
Stone Giant Consulting LLC 
Anya Stroud 
Dr. George Taylor  
Alexis Walker 
Robert & Barbara Watts  
David & Corinne Wood 

ASSOCIATES ($100 - $249)
Alba Alveraz & Gerry Fernandez 
Being Balanced  
Lawrence Beaulieu 
Anthony & Madeline Berni  
Bill and Sue Burns 
Oscar & Leonor Chiappetta 
Charmingfare Farms 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.  
Ann-Margret Corkhum 
Raymond & Cristin Dobrosky 
Michael & Marylou Dubois 
Shirley Dupree  
Linda Fillipponi  
Richard & Karen Fortin 
Kevin & Beth Friedland 
Funpresents.com 
Lori Ann Bates Gardner 
Stephen & Ardith Garland 
Didi Genest 
Cottrill, Jackson, Batts, 
  Graham & Hofstetler  
Emily Harris 
Robert & Debora Inman  
Loafers Restaurant 
Londonderry Lions Club  
Lowes of Danvers MA 
Betty Mak 
Manchester Volkswagon 
John & Melissa McKenna 
Mark & Lietza Molloy 
Edmund & Marie Poirier 
Dean Porteous 

ASSOCIATES ($100-249 cont.) 
Greg & Tina Quercia 
Quota Club of Portsmouth 
Mark & Cynthia Racic 
Rain or Shine 
Sandra & James Schula, MD 
Brian & Celeste- “Stampin Up” 
Simpson  
Southside Jr. High 
Edward & Santa Sasena 
Evelyn Schwager 
CB Sullivan 
Sullivan Family  
Brian & Colleen Tormey  
Kathleen Twiss  
Michelle Weinstein 
Wilmington Pediatrics, Inc. 
Chuck & Karen Wittenberg 
Ken & Ronda Wittenberg 
James Zall 

FRIENDS ($1 - $99) 
Pamela Albert 
Andover Inn 
Anonymous 
Mark & Suzanne Anthony 
Louise Bard 
Louise Beatty  
David & Rhonda Boudreau  
Michael & Terrilynn Byerly  
Martin & Mary Calawa 
Jerry & Nancy Chabot  
Robert & Margaret Comeau  
Angelo & Elvira Consolo  
David & Janine Cowell  
David & Karen Cruise  
Dick  & Jackie Dawe  
Jennifer Despasquale  
Lorraine & Jeanne Pitts Dupont 
Brian Estere 
Express Travel & Cruise Center 
Fairmont Copley Plaza 
Natalie Foley 
John & Beth Gamel 
Robert & Pauline Gaudette 
Giacomo & Rondi Salon  
Eric & Joan Greco 
Douglas & Susan Greco-Dalke 
John & Diane Hanafin 
Betty Hatfield 
Robert & Anne Haught  
Hoyts Cinema 
Jonathan & Anne Jacoby 
Richard Jean 
Earl & Donna Kisling 
Fred & Joan Klippel 
Bonnie Kuntz 

FRIENDS ($1 - $99 cont.) 
Steven & Stephanie Larkin 
James Leyden  
Mark Macklis, M.D., P.C. 
Paul Maggio  
Lawrence & Teresa Malloy 
Margarita’s Restaurant 
Marshall House  
Christa McAuliffe 
Planetarium 
Kerry McCarthy  
Robert & Jill McIntosh 
John & Janet Mellor 
Alfred & Victoria Meuse  
Mark & Mary Missert 
Ray Mitchell 
Joanne Moli  
Jill E. Moore 
Midas Muffler-Salem  
Paul & Myriam Neil  
Dr. Henry & Margaret Peck 
Newbury Comics 
Phillip L. Novick  
Shirley Perdue  
Neil & Linda Philcrantz  
John & Jeanne Pitts 
Prince Pizzeria & Bar  
Tina Rainville 
Stephen & Deborah 
Rusckowski  
Santa’s Village 
Imelda Simmons 
A Jefferson Sol O.D. 
G Robert Soper D.D.S.  
William & Mary-Jo Staib  
John Steinberg  
Richard & Elizabeth Straub 
Sidekick Taekwondo, Inc. 
Steve & Denise Tarquino 
Frank & Janet Rock Teague 
TGI Friday’s 
Jennifer Thompson 
Tokoyo Joe’s Restaurant 
Loreta Toscano  
David & Nancy Turner  
Carl Villanni, MD 
Andrew & Beth Violette  
Stephen & Katherine  
  Witkowski  
Evelyn Wittenberg 
Agatha Wood 
Perry & Lynn Wong 

FOUNDERS ($10,0000+) 
Jason’s Place 



                                                   
 
           

 
 
 
 

DNH Critical Needs: 
- Donations at all levels  
- Experienced Fund Raiser/Developer 
- Resident General Manager/Director 
- Continued Prayers  
- Annual Endowments for on going 

operational costs to support DNH 
- Members for Advisors to DNH to provide 

on going support and guidance to the 
Board of Trustees 

- LOTS OF GOLFERS AND SPONSORS 
FOR JUNE 24th TOURNAMENT. 
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To: 

BE AWARE.. for your Children’s sake!! 
 

Congenital Heart Defects (CHD) are the #1 cause of death  
from birth defects during the first year of life. 
 
It is estimated that 1 million Americans have CHD and 
35,000 babies are born with CHD each year.  
 
The BEST way to battle CHD is to be informed!  
If you have a family history of heart disease or would  
like more information: Call 1-800-AHA-USA1 
Or log on to: www.americanheart.org/children 


